By LISA DIMAIO

It was a close mayoral race, but Fthan Richard-
son, 9, pulled out a victory and was dubbed the

mayor of Camp Massasoit, winning by just one
vote. He was smart and didn't try some of the

tactics of his opponents. - )
~ [T think T won] because I didn’t try bribing
anyong,”, Ethan said. “One kid said that [the
campers] could haye $200 and another kid prom-
.- ised:icé cream.”: ' T
1+ Once in-office, ohe’
‘to'organize - with
of ‘water balloons. a

of his first tasks as mayor is
ampets — a bombardment
raterfront dizector Rob
he is going to do is

~-suspects will be'all-day's
His term will last for 4
mier, ‘and some of his oth
eekly meetings with''the ‘waterfront director
- program’. coordinator. . During these’ meet-

oughts ot concerns they may have regard-
ihg their daily activities, * " Y ha ;

into office by Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena.

~As an added bonus, other maycrs, past and pres- *~
‘responded; “How old do you think T am?” The

' “ent, from surrotinding cities and towns were in-
vited to.talk to the campers and discuss their job.

~ The: list included former Cranston Mayor John

.OLeary,  Providence Mayor David Ciccilini,
Folisena and Mayor Michael Napolitanio.
.“When -asked what was the best advice he re-
* ceived during the'mayoral visits Richardson said,
“[To] make sure I don’t promise stuff that I can’t
do” —sound advice from Mayor Polisena,” =
- ‘Throughout Napolitano’s visit last Monday, he

spoke in great detail about being a mayor and
' campers. . " : SR

fielded questions from the curious campers. -

.~ 'Napolitano asked ‘how many “were from
~Cranston —a large number of tampers raised

their hands. He then asked how many attended

- the fireworks at the high school on the Fourth of |

- July; more campers

‘ many would like to see th
. scr'eéming ”Yeah’” R

Camp Massasoit gets political

ant 1o dp, whlch he -

iration of the sum-

he wil] be {Ehé voice of campers and express’
. Maio)

%+ i:Last: Friday, Rid1ardson'wé$ officially sworn
hear].” - -

: raised their hands, He really _ :
" got the campers, ‘excited’ hen he asked how " fully he will be able o follow p with his prom-
‘again = they started

: - ' " swimming,

_'MayOr_‘bf Camp Massasoit Ethan Richardson
stands with Mayor Napolitano during a recog-

nition of the mayoral office. (Photo by Lisa Di-_
Napolitano said, “That’s enough for me ‘{-_’co

One boy asked how old he was and Napolitano .

kids began screaming numbers out like 78 and

100. He cleared the.air, though, and ‘told the

campers he is 50. = - ‘ : T
~He talked about the vigorous campaigning he

" ‘had to do in order to create riame recognition

with the citizens of Cranston and added-that he

_blew out 17 pairs of shoes. in the process. But he’
~-had a goal, set his mind to something that he re-

ally wanted and was willing to work hard for it -
the same message he wanted o get across to the |,

1 decided I was going to do some good and
serve the community,” said Napolitane: “I want-
ed to make a better place for my children,” "

+ " Richardson plans to take all the good advice he
received from the mayors that visited and hope-

ise to the campers that elected I'mn mayor: all-day-




